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A SENSE OF HUMOUR 
Dear Reader, 


‘One fine morning my wife announced, “Your coffee 
is ready,” and as I eagerly removed the lid of the tum- 
bler, I was shocked and disappointed to find it empty! 
‘My wife burst out laughing. “April fool!” she excla med 
and continued to giggle. I joined her in her laughter and 
slapped her playfully ofcourse. 


‘Once when I visited 
my friend he invited me 
totake a chair, Just as} 
‘was about to sit down, 
histwo daughters palled 
the chair back! 1, like 
Humpty Dumpty had a 
‘reat fall but fortunately 
no bones were broken, 
‘The two girls laughed at my distress, while my friend 
extended his hand to pull me up. “Take it easy” he said, 
“Its just a prank!" I was not impressed. “Your daughters 
are naughty.” Isai, “they need to learn better manners. 
If you don’t correct them now, it will be oo late and you 
will regret 


Waite the former incident can be enjoyed with a 
sense of humour, the latter cannot be taken lightly. If you 
laugh at someone who slips and falls, you are not exhibit- 
ing a sense of humour. You are being eruel! 

‘Laughing at jokes heard and read; giggling while watch- 
ing Tom and Jerry on TV., merrily enjoying the narration 
ofa funny incident are all healthy practices. As the say- 
ing goes, “laughter is the best medicine!” 

Buta sense of humour is something more. Itis seeing 
the brighter side of even disappointments and set backs. 
It isa way of life w 

“Thank God I didn’t get first rank, though I studied 

said Subash 

“Why such an absurd statement?” demanded his fa- 
ther. 

“Well, Naveen’s parents had promised to buy hima 
cearrom board if he came first. Now that he has, I can 
play with him on the new board! 

Now, that’s what I call “a sense of humour"! 

-Editor 






























hat 











2 GOROIM Fehmary 2004 
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-M. Vinodh, 


Postman: I have to walk five miles to 
deliver this letter to your farm. 
Farmer: You should have posted it! 
-B. Kavitha, 
Kalavai 

















Nurse (1): Once, our doctor did 
a‘minor’ mistake ina ‘major’ opera- 
tion. 

Nurse (2): He is far better! Our 
doctor ofien makes ‘major’ mistakes 
in ‘minor’ operations! 


Ur 


Doctor: Why haven’t you taken the 
tabletsI gave for feeling energetic? 

Patient: Because I was too tired to 
swallow the tablets, Doctor! 
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oe 
Snowmai 


‘The name itself 

conjures up images ofa place full of snow 
and children playing init, doesn’t it? Well! 
Have you ever thought about how the 
snowman ever came into being? Let's 
Jook at some of the stories behind it 

‘Actually the word snowman refers 10 
the"“Abominable Snowman” familiar the 
world over: The more proper name is 
Yeti, but “Abominable Snowman’ is a 
phrase coined, accidentally by a Calcuita 
Statesman newspaper columnist, Henry 
Newman, in 1921 

To the Sherpa, Yeti loosely means 
“that there thing.” Yeti, are known to be 
huge creatures — humanoid beasts, 
covered with thick coats of dark fur, with 
arms like those of anthropoid apes, which 
reach down to their knees, 

The real animal behind the name is 
neither abominable nor a tue creature of 
the snows. These beasts usually appear 
to live in quiet retreat in the steamy 
mountain valleys ofthe Himalayas, using 
the snowy passes asa way to move from 
‘one spot to another, leaving behind huge 
mysterious footprints 

















‘The concepvtradition of building 
‘snowmen must have started in Russia, or 
one of the Slavic nations, The 
“Abominable Snowman”, has been 
reportedly seen in the coldest, and most 
isolated regions of Russia for more than 


THE 


SNOWMAN 


5, They were glimpsed, but 
never Seen up close, and were frequently 
covered in snow. If that’s the case, 
perhaps children started building 
snowmen in response tothe stories of the 
sightings 


2500 y 














Show became a part of Christmas 
only inthe 19thcentury when Santa Claus 
‘was identified as coming from the No 
Pole, Prior to that, it was a regi a 
celebration with Scandinavians having 
thoughts of snow in December and people 
in Mediterranean areas enjoying balmy. 
weather. In recent years, snowmen ‘S 











shown up on Christmas cards at 
Christmas decorations. While “Frosty the 


some to be a Christmas 


song, it’s just a winter song similar to 
“ingle Bells,” “Suzy Snowflake,” and 
“Winter Wonderland.” 





The first use of the word snow was 
around the year900 A.D. Maybe before 
that people didn't know what tocall itt 
\was originally spelled snaw; or snaw 








‘depending on which 
‘country you were from, 


Seo. 


The word snowball came into 
existence in 1350-1400. The word 
snowman came into existence between 
1820-1830, They may have been around 
before the 19th century. That's when 
Christmas was connected, via literature 
and music, with snow, not snowmen, 
However, snowmen may have been 
around for quite some time before that. 

‘Whatever the story behind snowman, 
children have immense fun playing with it 
and in the end that’s all that matters! 

COVER ILLUSTRATION BY 
MAGESH 





Te is so delightfully cold,” said the 
Snow Man, “that it makes my whole 
body crackle. Ths is just the kind of 
wind to blow life into one. How that 
great red thing up there is staring at 
me!" He meant the sun, who was just 
setting. “It shall not make me wink. I 
shall manage to keep the pieces" 

He had two triangular pieces of tle 
in his head, instead of eyes; his mouth 
was made of an old broken rake, and 
was, ofcourse, furnished wit teeth, He 
had been brought into existence amidst 
the joyous shouts of boys, the jingling 
of sleigh-bells, and the slashing of 
whips. The sun went down, and the full 
moon rose, large, round, and clea, 
shining in the deep blue... Read the 
rest of this very Interesting story 
‘about a snowman who came to 
fe in the classic Hans Christian 
Anderson tale ‘The Snow Man’. 
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GOKULAM 
“1s INSPRING! 


‘Al loved the story, ‘A surprise for 
Renu’, in the December'03 issue. Lalso 
love the Case Files. In the December is- 
sue, Ranjith had exclaimed in front of ev- 
cerybody that the bat was a miniature .So 
itis possible that Manickam searched for 
the batin the table drawers, having heard 
Ranjith. Please give a possible explana- 
tion for this 








- V. Jananee, 
Chennai 


Dear Jananee, 
Inthe ‘Missing Cricket Bat" episode 

of Case Files, as you've pointed out 

Ranjith does say that the cricket bat is 

@ miniature but you failed 

to notice that he had al- 

ready asked the servants to 

‘get back to work and only 

Ranjith and Ramshekar 

were discussing the theft. 

He did not talk about the 

‘size of the bat in front of 


everybody. 











- Editor 


© The November'03 
{issue was marvellous. [loved 
reading the Prize Winning Harry Potter 
story as well as the other stories. My 
friends Faraz and Vinod were really 
happy to read ‘Dreams come true” 
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by Sri Abdul Kalam. 
Rajiv Lochan, 
Mysore. 


© The article “The Best Christmas 
Present’ was very good. I enjoyed read- 
ing it. It reflects our love for our father 
and how much we enjoy being with him, 
-Aparna Chandrasekar, 

Mumbai 


ZL was very happy to see my ques- 
tion answered by Shri Abdul Kalamin the 
December'03 issue. Ithas inspired meto, 
‘write more articles. Gokulam makes asad 
person happy with its jokes and enriches 
the knowledge of students. Best of Luck! 

-PVL Deepti, 
Mumbai 


©The October’03 issue 
‘of Gokulam was very inter! 
sting. But Iregretto say that 
the puzzle by B. Pratibha it 


original contribution. It hat 
f] been taken from a book of 
puzzles called ‘Chocolat 
Horlicks Bumper Fun Book’ 
given free with S00gms Chocolat 
Horlicks in the year 2000. ‘ 
- Tanaya Mohanty, 

Orisse 












Dear Children, 
We are very sorry to hear that 
some of you copy from other books and 
send it to us, Please be sincere children, 
When you send your articles to us, men- 
tion whether it is your own contribu- 

tion or taken from any source, 
- Editor 


sll liked the article ‘Remembering 
Wright Brothers’ in the December'03 
issue, My room is full of Gokulam 
posters and the concorde plane 
poster added more beauty to my 
room! 


pile y 
=~ SP 
“B, Santosh, 


Hubli 


tion by following the ‘creative comer’ in 











82 The replies given by Mr. peer beriseus 
wandrasekaran were very interesting. I HK Shruthi Reddy, 
thank Grandma worm for her replies ‘Chittoor 
which encourages us, 
-HRam Prasad 52) The booklet of first- 
Chennai 


time writers was marvellous! 
have gained good English 
knowledge by reading 
Gokulam. Thank you Radha 
Aunty! Gokulam is a real 
miracle! 


(2 The HP. prize win- 
ning story in December is- 
sue was very nice. [am 
thankful to ‘Gokulam’ for 





publishing information, con- -V.Shyamata, 
tests, and posters on Harry Neyveli 
Potteras I am his great fan! 

-Manaswini Sahoo, DA The December issue 

Orissa ‘was really superb. ‘A triumph 

of spirit’ inthe November is- 

EA The December issue sue was inspiring. The ‘Case Files’ surely 
cover was excellent. [played the game of sharpens the brains of young readers. 

fuel conservation with my friends. Itwas ~C.Jayanthi, 

fun! I got first prize in drawing competi- Chennai 
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Peel 


Oce upon atime there lived asage 
called Mrikandu with his wife 
Maruthavati. They were childless for a 
long time, Longing fora son, Mrikandu 
performed a severe penance to please 
Lord Shiva. Atlast the Lord appeared be- 
fore him. Lord Shiva said,“ am pleased 
With yourdevotion. Ask from meany boon 
you desire,” Mrikandu prayed to 
Lord Shiva, “O Lord! I am childless. 
Please bless me with a son.” 

‘The Lord replied, “Do you desire to 
havea virtuous and wise son who will ive 
only upto sixteen years, or dull and 
foolish son who will have a 
Jong life?" 

Without hesitation, 
the sage Mrikandu re 
plied, “Iwanta virtu- 
ous son of whom I 
could be proud of.” 

“Sobe it,” said the 
Lord and disappeared, 





Tn due course of 
time, Maruthavati gave 
birth toason whom they 
named Markandeya. The 
boy grew up to be wise, 
virtuous and pious. 
Markandeya soon mas- 
tered all the vedas and 
shastras. Buthis parents were 
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-MARKANDEYA. 
SIXTEEN FOREVER 


sad at hear. They did not tell Markandeya 
that he was not destined to live long, 
‘The sixteenth year was fast approach- 
ing. One day, unable tocontroltheit grief, 
parents told him every- 











Masrkandeya consoled them and 
said, “Dear father and mother, do not 
worry for me. Permit me to perform pen- 
ance to please Lord Shiva, and win over 
death.” His parents blessed him and 
Markandeya went into a forest and started 











meditating on Lord Shivain front of a Shiva 





Lingam. Time passed and he was 
‘on the verge of tuming sixteen. 








Lakshmi Priya 
Studying in Std X, 
of Green fields school, 
New Delhi 
wins Rs. 50/- 





‘The Lord of Death, Yama 
ccame riding on his buffalo with 
the rope in his hand with which 
he draws out the soul from the 
body, On seeing the Lord of Death, 
Markandeya embraced 1 
pleading for his life. 
the rope around Mark 
edthe SI 












Lord Shiva blessed Markandeya thus: 
You have pleased me with your devo- 
tion. From this moment on, you will for- 
ever remain sixteen years oldever youth- 
fuland young 
By then the Gods from heaven came 
down and pleaded for Yama’s life say 





ndeya which 
also, Atonce 
n split and Lord Shiva, 
came out and killed Yama with one blow 
fromhis trident 















ing, “He is the one who keeps the 
balance between life and 
death on earth; pleas 

store him back to life.” 





Lord shiva 

Testored Yama back to 

lifeand vanished. 
Markandeya, 
thus, became the 
symbol, for 
ctemity. 
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oo" WHY SHOULD FIRST 
RANK EVADE ME? 


Dear Grandma, 

My friends are good at playing vari- 
‘ous games and they always ridicule me 
forstaying at home to study. How am to 








defend myself? 
-Abhirup Sen, Kolkata 


Dear Abhirup, 

You will have to find out why you 
don't like to play like the others. Is it a 
state of mind? Do you fell physically 
weak? If itis the latter you will have 
10 inform your family doctor and get 
his advice. There are some children who 
don't like outdoor games. But exercise 
isa must even for them. They will have 
10 go in for other forms of exercise 
like watking or yogasanas. Exercise is 
not a waste of time; it will actually help 
you in your studies. 
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My voiceis very soft, too softeven to 
be heard. My friends tease me, Please 
suggest a way out, 

‘Shruthi, 
Bangalore 


Dear Shruthi, 
Some people fight shy 
of conversations and 
their voice will not rise. If this 
is your case you will have to 
Jf build up self confidence. Youmust 
tell yourself that you can stand 
up to Your friends during con- 
versation. The other posi 
ity is that your vocal cords are 
weak or defective. This isa physi- 
cal handicap, to set right which, you 
will have 10 go to a doctor, preferably 
an EN.T. specialist 
an 





I study very well before exams anid do 
all my tests well. But I don’t get first rank, 
My parents scold me forthis, Please help. 
~Aruna Chandrasekat, 

Mumbai 


Dear Aruna, 

If you are studying hard and scoy- 
ing good marks there is no cau: fo 
worry. The first rank can be obtained 
by only one person in a class. Everrtf 




















someone is just one mark ahead of you 
he or she will get the first rank and not 
you. This really does not matter. What 
is important is acquiring knowledge. 
As long as you understand your sub- 
jects and get good marks your parents 
can feel proud of you. But if there is a 
possibility that you can do still better, 
do try to achieve more. Itis the sincere 
effort that counts, and not the end re- 
sults. I'm sure your parents will encour- 





age you instead of 
scolding you after 
reading this. 

wee 








Thave interest in writing stories and 

articles, but I am afraid of committing 

mistakes, Please tell me, how am Ito write. 
without fear? 

-S.Gopinath, 

‘Vadodara 


Dear Gopinath, 

Magazines like Gokulam may be 
willing to edit your manuscript and 
publish your writing on approval. If 
your plot is good or the idea that you 
convey in your article is something 
fresh, editors may accept your manu- 
‘Script. But if you want to over come 
your fear, you will have to learn to 
write without mistakes. You must read 
a lot of books and absorb the way they 
are being written. How sentences are 
Jormed, how dialogues are developed, 
how the characterization is built up, 
how the story in unfolded and so on... 
The only way to write good English is 
to read more and more books 
and then to develop a style of 
your own. Both spelling mistakes 
‘and grammatical errors are to be 
avoided. Ideas will come 10 you 
if you have a fertile, 
imaginative mind, 
Love, 
















Daring the Jurasic Age, when 
‘T-Rex roamed the earth, the Ginko 
tree was their peaceful companion, To- 
day, the dinos are long dead but the 
‘Gingko tee still ives on, makingil! the 
world’s oldest seed plant at. 
180,000,000 years. 


Hottest and coolest plants 


The Alpine snowbell, a tiny plant, 
produces enough heat ints shoot melt 
holein the snow. Thiselps the plant reach 
the surface to that itean flower inthe early 
sping. The Saguaro Cactus, onthe other hand, 
isalmostan air-conditioned room. Cerin birds 
make holes inthe stem of this cactus and ive 


Most punctual ” 
flowers 


Many species of 
flowers open atacer- 
taintime ofthe day and 

ingopentofling _closeat another. These 
Seatraieea flowersarecollectively 
known as clock flows 
ers, Why they ope} 
and close so regu 
i 








Best Lit plants 


Some species of geraniums, marigolds and 
mosses glow in the dark. But the light pro- 
duced by these plants is like a zero-watt 
bulb when you compare it witha certain 
rare species of fungi. So bright are these 
litte fellows that you can supposedly read 
by theielight! 





X 





Source: ‘Peculiar Plants’ by Krishna Shastri 


Most Intoxicating Flower 


‘The Bucket Orchid produces a nectar that gets 
bees drunk, When the bees im- 
bibethisheady juice, they fall 
ito the petals ofthis flower 
‘The petalsenclose a pool 
of water. As the bee 
staggers out, the wet pol- 
len grains stick to their 
body and are shakily 
transported away. 


is perhaps to protect the pollen from the 
cold and rain, 














Stinkiest Flower 


Frowers that pro- 
duce asweet scent are 
common sight. How- 
ever, when iteomes to 
creating a stink, even 
the skunk takes thesec- 
ond place tothe dread- 
ful Stapelia.Itactually 
smell ike rotting flesh, 
making it highly desir- 
able to flies and revolt- 
ing to bees. Even the 
petals on this flower 
resemble decaying skin! 
Yeech! 
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‘One day in Akbar's court- 


APOT FULL OF 
INTELLIGENCE 


ABicbal story retaid~ | | SRP 
by. Priyadarshini, x 
Std, OHSS, | NS 
Chennai 


Illustrations by 
MAHESH 








‘Suddenly, the court started 
buzzing with excitement. 

















‘Now fill up all these pots with tender > 
pumpkins, te the posto the plant and 
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er 
PP 0 empty the pot and. [SO 
SS Mtn without 








My pox! This Birbal 
{indeed too clever. My king 





has gifted the king of 
Sri Lanka enough 
intelligence to last a 
fete 
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SPOT THE RIGHT ONH 


Here are some fun filled activities for you to do : - 
You have to, yor x the activities you think are useful or not useful, in 
saving {uel at home, either in the form of gas or electricity, 

















Name 
Age: 16 
Address: B-81,$.1LV. Staff Quarters, 
Sirumugai -641 302, Coimbatore 
Hobbies : Singing, dancing, listening. 
tomusic, reading Gokulam 


Name: Ankit Vikram, 

Age: 13 

Address : 27, A.S.S, Road, PO. 
Pravash Nagar, Lalkothi, Nayabasti, 
Rishra~712 249, Hooghly (WB) 

Hobbies; Reading Gokulam, surfing 
and playing computer games, writing et- 
ters, listening to music and watching mov- 
ies, 


ri Vidhya 


Name: D. Yamuna 

Age: 16 

Address : No.14, Bunder Garden 
alnd Street, Perambur, Chennai -600011 

Hobbies : Listening to songs, making 
new friends, dancing, chatting, reading 
Gokulam, playing badminton, 

Name:M. Arul Kirubakaran 

Age: 15 

‘Address : 2/117, Lakshmanan Nagar, 
Azhagapuram, Kattur, 

Salem - 636016 

Hobbies : Chatting with friends, play- 
ing shuttle and basketball, reading story 
books, playing computer games. 

‘Name: Shakti Prasad Mishra 

Age: 13 

Address : LC-129/4, 

Sailashree Vihar, Chandrasekharpur, 

Bhubaneswar -751021 








KEEP IN 
TOUCH 


Hobbies: Playing 
cricket and chess, 
reading story books, 
watching television and 
hating with friends, 







Name: B.R.Sushmita 

Age: 12 

Address : No.824, 2nd 
main, Sth stage, 2nd 
phase BEML layout, 
Rajarajeshwari Nagar, 
Bangalore - 560098 

Hobbies: Reading books, playing, 

‘swimming, art and craft, surfing the net, 
writing stories and poems, travelling. 


Name : S. Jatan Mehta 

Age: 13 

Address : 16, IIrd floor, Rajadhani 
Knitters, College road, Ist cross, Tirupur 

Hobbies : Reading interesting and 
informative books, cycling, playing 
cricket, volley ball and foot ball, net surf 
ing and listening to music, 


Name: Sahana.S. 

Age: 12 

Address : 42-47 Ormes road, C.S.1, 
Bains Schoo! Hostel, Kilpauk, Chennai 

Hobbies : Reading novels, painting, 
watching television, making friends, 
playing volleyball and cracking jokes. 
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ant 


When we moved tothe new town, 
Tfeltrather lonely. Idon’thave any siblings 
was difficult to make friends at 
school, No one was interested in talking 
to me. Moreover, I'm somewhat a shy 
person and so I was handicapped where 
communication was concerned. 

Like the day when Anuja asked me, 
“I've heard that you're avery avid reader 
‘What kind of books do you read?” I stared 
ather, trying to reply. Oh! I wanted so much 
totell her how much I loved readi 
how much I liked suspense fiction! 
just stood there like an idiot. “I guess I like 
‘all books,"*I managed to say at last. 

‘Oh! It was so awful as Anuja gave me 
bored look and walked away. Thad lost 
another chance of making a friend. And 
the pointis, no one could understand me 
tosympathise with me. It pained me a lot 
but was unable to do anything about it. 

‘a lonely week at my new house, 
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MY PEN 
_FRIEND 


T received the leter that changed my life 
somuch. Itread: 

Dear Rina, 

I saw your name in the pen friend 
column of a children’s magazine. I'm 
Ayesha, a girl of I] yrs, the same age as 
you. I enjoy gardening, bird watching, 
Painting and writing poetry. I am very 
‘eager to try and cultivate the hobby of 
reading, which, I understand, is your 
favourite hobby, I'm moderately good at 
studies but I'm excellent in English and 
drawing. I want to become a poet or an 
aarist some day. In fact, you might say 
that I'm something of a dreamer! I hope 
you will be interested in making friends 
with me. 





Yours, 
Ayesha. 
My heart leapt in joy as I read and 
re-read the letter. At last I could 
communicate my thoughts and feelings to 
someone! I took a sheet of paper and pen. 
and began to write: 
Dear Ayesha, 
I would love to be your friend, Yes, 
I simply love reading. I can't describe 
the pleasure I derive out of it. It 
transports me to different worlds aitd 
I feel as if I really know the people} 
read about. They are not fictition 
characters but real people to me! ma 
rapturous feeling! Truly! Lam very g604 
‘academically and a star in English, iyst 
like you. That makes me rather a 


bookworm, I guess. But that’s not 
true, No one understands that, 

Here I paused, wondering whether to 
tell her about my problem of shyness in 
the first letter itself. On an impulse Ibegan 
writing again 

‘No one understands that I can be 
interesting too. Iam so shy, Ayesha! 
Making friends face-to-face is a 
Herculean task for me. Even on the 
phone I'm not comfortable. I hope you 
will not dislike me or think of me as a 
coward because of this. Thave never done 
‘gardening but I will try it if you say so! 

Awaiting your reply, 

Yours truly, 
Rina. 


Tr might seem quite silly but I was 
nervous about what Ayesha would think 
‘of me! At the back of my heart, I had the 


fear that she might 
not reply, But three days 
later, Ieceived a letter from her! 
Itread: 

Dear Rina, 

What an enchanting description of 
reading you have given! I bought a 
Harry Potter book and have started 
reading it. I must say it's really 
enjoyable except that I wish I were a 
bit faster! But I guess, speed comes with 
practice. It is clear that you are very 
‘much troubled by your problem of 
shyness. But hey! That doesn't matter 
10 me! Not everyone can be out-going 
and gregarious. And shy people are 
sensitive and make excellent listeners, 
which is an important aspect of 








FOR YOUR INFORMATION 


Dear Readers, 

* You are most welcome to 
send in your contributions. to 
Gokulam either by post or by 
e-mail. 

Remember every contribution 
sent by you should give details of 
your > Name, Age, Class, 
Name and address of school, 

Residential _ad- 
dress and a 
declaration 
stating that 
the contribu- 

tion is your 
original 
creation 


‘carinot guarantee that your con- 
tribution will be published. It is 
also not possible for us to tell you 
when it will be published. But, 
if you require your contribution to 
‘be sent back to you on rejection, 
then you must enclose a self 
addressed, stamped envelope. 
> Editor 
PARTICIPATION CERTIFICATE 


You will receive a participa 
tion certificate from us if your 
contribution is published. At the 
end of the one year period 
ending June 2004, the person 
with, most number of participa- 
tion certificates will receive a 
special prize. 





20 GORUAM February 2004 


‘friendship! So try and convert your 
disadvantage into your advantage! As 
for gardening, why don't you try 
‘growing an indoor plant like fomatoes 
‘or chillies? I am sure you wil find it 
very pleasurable, Rest later 
Yours ever, 
Ayesha, 

‘The letter was like a balm to my 
wounded pride and heart. How spirited 
and cheerful Ayesha was! Would lever 
be lke her? Nevertheless that point ubout 
being a good listener appealed to me. 
decided to follow Ayesha's advice. 

‘The next day at school I found one of 
my classmates looking forlom, Mustering 
courage, I went up to her and asked, 
“What's the matter, Harsha? Isany hing 
wrong?” Harsha was surprisec but 
encouraged by my concerned tone, she 
told me about how her dog had died the 
day before and how she was missing him 
badly. I sat down by Harsha and 
proceeded to console her with words of 
wisdom and hope, Presently, Harsha was 
smiling and don't think I need to tell you 
that she became my friend and through 
her made many more friends. 

Al thanks to Ayesha, I wrote to her 
about my triumph and she congratulated 
me over it. In the coming days, we wrote 
frequently to each other and became very 
‘good pen friends indeed. 





‘There is some sort of magic in letter 
‘communication, especially to pen friends, 
Its ike you ae writing your diary aid 
the diary is replying back to you! Lassure 
‘you, that's asimply wonderful feeling! 

~ Ankita Shreeram, 
Std VIII, Holy Angels HSS, 
Mumbai 


A GREAT 
MATHEMATICIAN 


‘The king of Syracuse in Sicily, Archimedes made an experiment, He 
Hieron, was a good friend and patron measured the volume of water displaced 
of Archimedes. One day 
Hicron decided to get a golden 
crown made. He gave a lump 
of gold tothe royal goldsmith, 
who made the crown and 
presented itto the king. 

Hieron suspected that the 
goldsmith had cheated him and 
not used pure gold in the crown, 
He asked the wisest man in his 
kingdom, Archimedes to find 
out if the goldsmith had adul- 
terated the gold with any other 
‘metal in making the crown, 













Archimedes was foxed. How 
was he todetermine the material ofthe by the crown. He measured the water 
crown without destroying it? He spent spaced by the lamp of goldof equiva. 
a lot of time thinking about it but" jent weight given to the goldsmith, It 
just could not find a way to test the Iimnodoot thatthe tamp of gold 
crown. Then one day, when he Asplaced eee widerthan 
was at the public baths, he hecrewaz 
got the answer. Legend has it TS aintts 
that he ran out naked into the aieane 
streets, shouting “Eureka, Eu- eae aad ia 
eka’, which is Greek for ‘Ihave pbeg ae 
Needless to say, 
one doesn't know 
what happened to 
the goldsmith after 
that! 





“The idea that so excited 
Archimedes was the foundation 
aegis principle of floatation. As 
tothe problem posed by the king, 


Archimedes was born in Syracuse, 
sea port in Sicily in 287 B.C. His fa- 
ther was an astronomer and not much 
isknown about him. Atthattime Alex- 
andria in Egypt was the main centre for 
mathematics and it is almost certain that 
Archimedes studied there, 

Archimedes was a great mathemati- 
cian, He wrote several books on ge- 








‘metry, especially on areas and volumes 
of figures and solids. His fascination for 
geometry was so intense that he would 
forget about the world when he was ab- 
sorbed in his thoughts. His servants had 
to forcibly take him to the baths. Once 
there he would continue with his draw- 
ings on his oil covered naked body! 
‘Though one of the greatest math- 
ematicians ofall times, Archimedes was 
better known as a prolific inventor. Itis 
said that when he went to Egypt, he in- 
vented a pump called the Archimedes 
screw, He also invented many so called 
war machines, which helped his friend, 
the king Hieron in the war against the 
Romans. In fact, the people of Sicily 
appreciated these machines much more 
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than his work on pure mathematics! 


‘The story of Archimedes’ deuth is 
also fascinating. In 212 B,C, the Ro- 
man army attacked Syracuse and 
Archimedes was responsible for the 
defence with his war machines, 

‘The Romans found a breach in the 
walls of the city and entered it to loot 
and plunder. By this time Archimedes 
\was well known and the Roman gener- 
als had been given orders to catch him 
alive. 

Archimedes was busy drawing some 
diagrams on sand when a Roman 
soldier came upon him. Sc: en- 
grossed was he in his diagrams 
that he had not noticed the Ro- 
mans capturing the city, The 
solider asked Archimedes to ac- 
company him but he refused to go 
until he had solved the problera he 
was working on, Archimedes was then 
unfortunately killed by the enraged 
soldier 





Archimedes’ most famous math- 
ematical result, regarding the volume of 
the sphere and the cylinder, is inscribed 
onhis tomb, 

Archimedes was one ofthe greatest 
minds of his time andis still remembered 
forhis works in mathematics and me- 
chanics. 


Source: Eminent Scientists 
Munira E. Morbiwala 

Std IX, St. Columba School 
Mumbai 





KEEP PAGE WITH THE TIMES 


‘Based on a story sent by 
KSManikandan, Sid VU, 
WKMHSS, elore 








Ma, Thave wo a 
‘Wedding of my friend's 





me go. 
Vt 








Letme make a beautiful design 
‘on this and pint it 
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‘Where did 
this one come from? 












"This por ls very prety 
T'iltake this too, How. 











[tater & 
Weil done, Shyam, you 
ae very clever. Bul who 

taught you this? 





‘No one father. have 
decided we have to-do 
something diferent to 

attract customers! 
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ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS, 


1, Whatis the name of this famous painting... 

2. Name the artist? 

3, Which year and in which country was he bom? o 

4. During his life time the European art world went through the... 
period. 

5. He was also an... _.besides being a painter. 

6 Who was his contemporary, the anist famous for his Mona Lisa 
painting?. 


Rules and Regulations 


© Strictly for school going children Five lucky winners will get a cash) 
award of Rs.50/- each. They will be decided by a draw of lots from out of 
the all correct entries. ¢ Incomplete Entries will be rejected. 


Name: . 

Age se 

Schoo! 

Residential Address»... 


Signature. 


Kalki Buildings, 47-NP, 





™ THE DECLINE 
coal wteeOF POTTERY 


from marriage to death required a 
‘umhar's (potter's) pots and blessings. 
He was the prajapati, a direct 
descendant of Brahma, Now, the glitter 
of steel and cheap aluminium has 
thrown the whole ancient tradition out of 
business, and reduced the potter to a 
casual labourer in farms and factories, 

Beginning with the Indus Valley 
Civilization (3000-1800 BC), the entire 
country witnessed a remarkable range of 
pottery. During the early historic period, 
polished ware and coloured pottery 
became popular and during the historical 
period, glazed ware and porcelain were 
novelty, Copper vessels were present 
as far back as 1800 BC, followed by 
brass and enamel-coated iron vessels, but 
these were not forthe common man. Then 
came steel. However, earthenware 
continued to be the predominant vessel 
formin the common man’s kitchen, 

‘The Hindu concept of purity and 
pollution ensured the survival of pottery 


in India for thousands of yeurs. 
Earthenware vessels were easy to 
replace by new ones whenever ‘polluied’ 
orbroken. They were available in plenty, 
were comparatively cheap, and were 
function-specific. Until afew decades ago 
nobody would dream of storing cool 
water or keeping the buttermilk from 
turning sourin a metal pot 

Kodiyu or the diyas used during 
Diwali are still popular both inthe villages 
and cities. But with new models of diyas, 
Jantems and candles, the simple and plain 
kodiyuis being ousted. Along with itthe 
tradition of potters personally coming and 
sifting kodiyw and blessing each individual 
house with prosperity is also gone. 


A potter's house is onein which you 
see an absolute division of labour. 
Although there sa general taboo all over 
the country on women working at the 
potter's wheel, a potter's wife and 
daughters are close participants in the 










A LEGEND 

Kumbha, from whom the community 
<erives its name, was one of the four sons 
of Brahma, the others being Harsha, 
Givsha and Mansa, 
Kumbha was the divine 
potter who possessed a 
wheel, which could 
rotate onits own. There 
is an interesting myth 










that goes around among the potters of 
Saurashtra, Once ata feast meant forthe 
gods and their families, young Kumbha 
finished his meal and got up to wash his 
hands even before the senior 
gods had done so. This was 
taken as an actof disrespect) 
| sninsult Lord Brahmaina 

fitofrage excommunicated 
his son. Lord Vishnu pu: a 





various stages of pottery 
production, The wife accompanies 
the husband when he goes 


collecting clay for the pots and firewood for the baking. 
‘She does the delicate mixing of ash and donkey dung 


with the clay and, later, the tough 
and ifficultkneading ofthe 
clay intothe right 
consistency. 
She also 
helps carry 


the pots for sale from village to village. 
Besides this she also manages the house. 
Butnow, with no pottery work in progress, 
these women too have lost their worth as 















true partners in the profit and creativity of 
the family. Their artistic talents are now 
contained within the four walls of & 


kitchen. 





course on the spinning potter's wheel and. 
Shiva froze the lump of clay. Kumbha 
pleaded with the holy trinity and they finally 
relented. But Kumbha would now have to 
liveon earth with other humans, The three 
gods gave him certain gifts so that young. 
Kumbha could survive on earth. These 
were a staff (danda) and a water pot 
(kamandal) from Brahma, a wheel 
(chakra) from Vishnu anda piece of cloth 


(langot) and a length of string (janeyu) 
from Shiva. These apparently are the most 
essential things for a potter, A wheel to 
throw the lump of clay onto, the staff or 
stick to rotate the wheel, a small pot with 
water kept nearby to wet the palms while 
shaping the pot, a small piece of cloth to 
smoothen the surface while shaping the pot 
and, finally, a piece of string to cut and. 
detach the pot from the wheel, 
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set 


THE GUAVA 


TREE CAPER 


Gopu felt guilty when he saw 
Suja Aunty, search desperately for 
her spectacles next morning 

Gopu's uncle, Suresh tried to 
help his wife by suggesting the 
places where she could have left her 
spectacles 
“Look inside the refrigerator! 
And don't forget to look in the snack 
box too!” Suresh uncle chuckled, 
remembering the time his wife had 
absent-mindedly left her glasses in 
each of these places. 

“Checked in all those places! 
Well, its lucky that | keep a spare 
set of spectacles in my college.” 
Mrs Suja Ratnam, Anita and Suren's 




















continued, 

to check whether his nails need to 
be trimmed before the Dog Show 
next week. Which one of you is 
going brush him today? His coat is 
looking great. I'm sure he'll win a 
prize at the Dog Show.” 

“Anita's taken Goldy for a walk, 
Mom," Suren said exchanging a 
guilty look with his cousin, “Don't 
worty, I'll brush Goldy today.” 

His mother looked surprised 
“That's the fourth time Anita's taken 
the dog for a walk this morning. 
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And she’s never up this early on 
a holiday! Is anything the matter?" 
A cloud of suspicion crossed 
Mrs Ratnam's face, but her husband 
was already in the car and tooting 
the horn impatiently, She left for 
work in a hurry 


Anita emerged from the 
bedroom where she had been hiding 









Goldy and keeping him 
quiet with a supply of his 
favourite chocolate-cream biscuits. 

“T've organised everything,” she 
announced grandly. “I have all the 
ingredients required for my herbal 
remedy to turn those patches on 
Goldy’s coat back to its natural 
golden colour. Lime for the juice and 
rind and cactus for the sap. All | 
need now isa handful of guava seeds 
which I'll rush and add to the paste. 
Just get me half a dozen guavas from 
next door.” 

This posed a problem, 

“How can we get you guavas 
from next door?” Suren demanded. 


ee Ne OER 
Asha Nehemiah 


“It's not possible 

to jump over the wall Ip) )) 
between our house and 

Miss. Kokila's any longer. if 
Miss, Kokila has raised the 

height of her compound walls last 
month by adding three rows of 
barbed wire on top of them, She 
has a watchman guarding her gate 
by day and night. Honestly, she's 
behaving like she’s manufacturing 
top-secret weapons rather than 
making home-made chocolates,” 





Miss Kokila was a middle-aged, 
single lady who lived with her elderly 
mother in the tiny cottage next door 
to the Ratnam's. She ran a very 
successful business from home. She 
made the most delicious home-made 
chocolates which she packed for sale 
in elegant boxes branded with the 
fancy name, “Lady K's Designer 
Chocolates.” 

“Mmm," Anita mused. “What a 
pity Miss. Kokila's old mother hasn't 
been around for a while. She would 
always be sitting on the rocking 
chair in the verandah and would 
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ave given us guavas. | wonder 
where she's gone.” 

Rather than go to the market to 
buy the guavas, the children decided 
they would get over the wall 
somehow. They inspected it 
carefully and Gopu came up with a 
clever suggestion. 

“Look, if we stand at the edge of 
the balcony upstairs, we could 
manage to pull that branch of the 
guava tree quite close by using a long 
stick. Then we can lean across and 
pluck some guavas!” 

Quickly, the children found the 
long-handled broom kept for 
cleaning cobwebs. The long-handle 
of the broom made it difficult to 
manoeuvre and try though they did, 
they could not hook the branch, 

“If only this stick were about a 
foot and a half longer with a hook 
at the end,” Gopu said. "We have 
sticks like that at home in Seni for 
plucking fruit off the trees.” He 
examined the broom thoughtfully, 
‘wondering how they could lengthen 
it and add a hook to the end. 

Finally, with some hesitation, the 
kids decided to use their father's 
tennis racquet to lengthen the 


rm. 
“Be careful,” Suren said as he 
watched Gopu tie the racquet to the 
broom using a length of nylon rope. 
“Dad is really possessive about this 
racquet. It's almost new and he 
never allows anyone to use it.” 
“Don't worry, da,” Gopu 


reassured him, as he bent @ wire 
clothes hangar into the shape of a 
hook and fixed it to the racquet, 
careful not to disturb the guts. 

They started the guava:plucking 
operation with their new 
implement, Gopu was able to hook 
a branch quite easily this time. He 
tugged energetically and a branch 
laden with guavas moved closer to 
them, Then suddenly, the branch 
stopped moving, All three children 
held the broom and pulled with all 
their might, That was a big mistake! 
For instead of the branch coming 
closer, the racquet came loose from 
the long-handled broom and then, 
ch horrors.. it fll with a soft thud 
into Miss. Kokila's garden, 

Now the kids were left with an 
even worse problem, Bad enough 
that they hadn't managed to get 
the quavas required for the herbal 
remedy. What was worse was 
that Mr, Ratnam's prized “almost 








new" tennis racquet had fallen into 
Miss. Kokila's well quarded garden. 

Now they would have to find a way 
of jumping into her garden to get 
both the racquet and the guavas. 


To be continued... 








A very cute book forchildrent Itis 
aJataka tale retoldin a very simple and 
child friendly manner, Ithas got lovely 
line drawings depicting the story It tells 
how a king bows down to the wisdom 
of an elephant, Jataka tales have always 
upheld family values and honesty and 
justice and this story is one such, 

‘Name of the book : An ancient tate 
Jor Modern man 
Author : Badri Narayan 

Published by : Pundole Art Gallery 
‘e-mail : pundote@vsnl.com 
Price Rs.60/- 
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Vext and Illustrations : Prasad lyer 


TO COMMEMORATE ARMY DAY CELEBRATED ON JANUARY 15th 2004, 
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‘continued on page - 44 
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Coandrashekarhanded over some 
photographs to Ramshekar, They showed 
Ragini lying ina pool of blood, Her eyes 


‘were wide open with shock. 
Chandrashekar, the famous 
Bharatanatyam Gury, started narrating the 


tragic episode to Ramshekar: 


Thave many students, But the best 
among them were Ragini and Kamini, 
Both were very envious of each other. 1 
had frequently wamed them individually 
as well as collectively not to nurture 
thoughts of jealousy, Developing a 
competitive spirits good but allowing it 
to grow into rivalry is not in good taste. 

‘Yesterday was a very special day, A 
special program had been arranged, 
Dignitaries from various countries have 
assembled in thiscity in connection with 
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THE MURDER 
OF A DANCER 


‘an International Conference, Asa 
measure of entertainment as well 
astolet them have a feel of our 
culture, the Ministry had 
requested me to arrange for 
dance program, 
\ Thad received the letter 
¢ bout twenty days back. I 
2) hadcalled Ragini and Kamini 
and told them, “Iwill teach you 
‘ particular dance. Both of you 
should practice vigorously. Only 
‘one of youis going to danceon the stage. 
I shall announce the dancer only on that 
day. Of course, the one who dances better 
will getthe chance.” 
Both girls had accepted the challenge, 
‘They spared no efforts in outsmarting the 





other, But when I witnessed their 
rehearsal the day before yesterday, 
concluded that Ragini performed a 
shade better than Kamini. But I did 
not reveall my decision then 

‘Yesterday, the program was slated 
to start by 3.00 p.m. announced at 
1.00 p.m. that Ragini was my choice. 
Kamini, though shocked at first, 
‘seemed reconciled later. 


When tentered the green room 
‘at 2.30 p.m, I found to my horror that 
Ragini had been stabbed to death. She 
had been stabbed with a knife, and 
the police later found that the finger prints 
‘on the weapon had been wiped off. The 
knife was embedded deep in the body and 
had not been removed. 

‘Iwas dumbfounded. For the next five 
minutes I wept at the loss of a brilliant 
student, However I did not want to spoil 
the pleasure of the dignitaries who had. 
started assembling in the auditorium. 
went to Kamini and told her about the 








death of Ragini. At that time she was in 
the green roomtying her ‘salangai’in full 
dancing outfit. She was shocked beyond. 
limits. Then I ordered her to go through 
the program as planned. Initially she 
hesitated, Later she obeyed me, Kamini 
‘was under tremendous emotional trauma 
while dancing. Poor girl though there was 
professional jealousy, she did have a soft 
spot for Ragini. 


Ramshekar shook his head in 
disapproval, “I donot subscribe to your 
View. Ihave a feeling that Kamini indeed 
knew about the death of Ragini even 
before you told her. Investigations have 
to be made to ascertain whether she 
committed the crime". 


Why did Ramshekar suspect 
Kamini? On what basis does he think 
that Kamini knew about Ragini’s 
death even before Chandrashekar 
revealed it to her? To check your 
‘answer, turn to page-47. 
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QUIZ THE 


QUIZ MASTER 


Darek O'Brien, 


quiz master par 
excellence, has 
had a great role 
model in his lifes 
his father, who 
was himself a 
quiz — master. 
Derek's quiz 
programmes have 
helped to spread 
general knowl- 
edge among 
school children 
and popularise 


quizzing. 
Derek O'Brien 

answers ques: 

tions from 

children with 

aplomb. 
© Arthy Balakrishnan, Chennai 


What does it take to become an ef- 
ficient quizmaster? 

Read, read, and read more. Soak up 
as much knowledge as you can. 





© Priyanka Sinha, Midnapur 
Which is your favourite book? 
Who is your favourite author? 
My favourite author is Jonathan 
Livingston, My favourite book is Seagull 





oper omeaa 




















© V.Madhumitha, 
Chennai 
Do you think 
taking up quizzing as 
4 profession has «ny 
disadvantage? 
It has no major 
disadvantages. Travel 
sometimes ge's a 
bithe 








—~ 
= 


@ 
 K. Abishek, Chennai 
@ KavyaRamachandran, Kolkata 


Who is your all time favourite and 
role model in quizzing? 


‘ 





My father 


Neil O'Brien. 


@Astha A.Shah, 
Kuwait 

The young gen- 
eration of today is 
usually interested 
in T.Vprogrammes, 
computer games, 
ete. What is your 
message to this 
young generation 
‘about gaining knowledge? 

Get knowledge from everywhere but 
don't forget the reading habit. 


®R.Varun, Kolkata 

In which school did you study and 
who was your best friend? 

I studied in St Xavier's, Kolkata and 
St Columbia's, New Delhi. My best 
friends are all settled abroad. 











© Roshni Krishnan, Chennai 
When you were in school were you 
‘good at quizzing? 
Reasonably good. 





‘© N.G. Vijaya Gopal, Hyderabad 
What did you want to become be- 
Sore you came into quizzing? 
I wanted to be in communication 
Infact | wanted to become a journalist! 


¢SSahana, Chennai 
How did the word ‘Qui 
nate? 


It is said that a Dublin theatre 








proprietor by the name of Richard Daly 
‘made « bet that he could, within 48 hours, 
‘make a nonsense word known throughout 
the city, and thatthe public would give a 
meaning toit, Afterthe performance one 
evening, he. aff cards with the 
word ‘quiz’ written on them, and told 
them to write the word on walls around, 
The next day the strange word 
‘was the talk ofthe town, and within a short 
time it had become part of the language. 
‘The word is nevertheless hard to account 
for and there are many different versions. 


about its or 





ave his 











© Latangi Sabharwal, Kalpakkam 

What do you believe in doing? 
What are your hobbies? 

I believe in making knowledge 
interesting. Thus helping people become 
_more interested in acquiring knowledge. 
My hobbies are cooking and eating, 


# Michael Ranjit Singh, Chennai 
Did your parents help you to be a 
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‘good quiz master? If so, how? 

Yes, they created an environment at 
home, I still miss those dinner table 
quizzes with dad and my brothers. 


© D. Karthik Ramaswamy, 
Chennai 

Which is the best city in quiz~ 
zing, in India? 

Kolkata of course, my hometown, 
However, all the metros have very good 
quiz teams, 


© Payitra Kavya, New Delhi 

How do we go about collecting a 
big bank of questions to improve our 
GK? 

‘Write two questions everyday in your 
diary, Collect interesting facts from 
newspapers, magazines and books and 
write them neatly in a notebook. 


¢M.Prarthana, Kumbakonam 

Why do you confine your quizzing 
to cities? Why don't you come for- 
ward to semi urban areas? 
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Itis not true that I am city bound. 1 
have also done many quizzes in the past 
in towns that have only one big school. 


© P, Mithun, Jamshedpur 
What is your aim in life? 
‘To keep my family, my colleagues, 
their families and me happy. 


© Debapriya Das, 
Orissa 

Who is 
Javourite actor? 
Shah Rukh Khan, 


your 


© Chre 
lore 
Which was the 
happiest moment of 
your life? 
When my 
daughter was born, 


, Banga- 





© Priyanka 
Venkat, Chennai 

Can you tell us any unforgettable 
‘event that happened in your ehild- 
hood? 

‘The Australian cricket team came to 
our club when I was 10 years old, and 
Thowled tothe great lan Chappell with 
‘aplastic ball! 





© Ninad D. Kamble, Mumbai 
How do you feel when you see a 
team unable to answer a question 
though trying its best to? Don't you 
‘feel like helping them? 
Ido try and help them without 
breaking the rules. 
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© NINONad NMO YNOA DIWW. 
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DON'T FEED 


YOUR ANGER 


© Michael Ranjit Singh, Chennai 

? Can you suggest an ideal diet 
10 avoid hair fall and to promote hair 
growth? 

! The human scalp contains about 
‘one lakh hairs of which 75 to 150 are 
normally shed daily. Just ike the growth 
of hairs, the fall of hairs is a continuous 
process, randomly distributedin the scalp. 
During growth, a hair undergoes three 
sages namely growing stage, resting stage 
and falling stage. Nutritional deficiencies, 
toxic fevers like typhoid, stress, heredity 
‘and some drugs cause hair fall by hastening 
the falling stage, To avoid hair fall 





and to stimulate hair growth we have to 
determine the cause first. Diet definitely 
plays an important role in promoting hair 
‘g0wth. Theessental nutrients forthe growth 
of hare proteins iron andzine. Milk, curd, 
cggs, meat, beans, cauliflower, dates, 
beetroot, cashewnut and fisharerich inthese 
nutrients. Regularintake of these items may 
result in good growth of hair. 
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© Vijay Subramaniam, Mumbai, 

2 What type of food should I eat 
before exams? 

1 Abalanced and adequate ciet is 
necessary to supply the nutrients: and 
‘energy needed for memory which willhelp 
you to concentrate while studying thus 
helping you to get more sharks i1 the 
‘exams. Your breakfast diet should 
‘contain a cereal (e.,chaputti with ghee), 
cup of milk and.an egg (any preparation). 
During mid-moming, youcan nibble on a 
‘couple of biscuits or tosst with butter and 
Jam. Lunch should contain rice or any 
‘ther cereal, boiled egg or potato chips, 
mutton or cottage cheese sandwich, fruit 
(seasonal) and roasted groundnuts. In the 
evening, youcan have a piece of cake or 
biscuits with a cup of milk. For dinner, 
you can follow the breakfast menu, 
Cooked vegetables, dal or buttermilk may 
be added. Before retiring to bed, have a 
cup of milk. Avoid fried and oily foods 


which usually cause indigestion 
Also avoid cold beverages and 
aerated drinks. Use boiled or 
potable water for drinking. 


‘© Ragul Vasan, Chennai 

2? Lama basketball player. !am 
12 years old. My height is 4 ft. 9 in. 
My weight is 33 kgs. Is my height and 
weight all right? What type of diet 
should I take to increase my height 
and weight? 

1 Your height and weight ratio is 
absolutely normal. You need not try to 
increase your weight. Just maintain the 
ratio with a well balanced diet and 
physical exercises. Usually heredity and, 
your genes decide height. There is no 


Gabor 


special diet to increase your height. 





© Iyengar Revathi, S.K.J.CSS, 
Mumbai. 

? Does the food we eat govern our 
emotions like anger, happiness etc.,? 

1 Just as some foods cause 
diseases, certain foods are involved in 
‘generating emotions like anger, happiness 
etc, With the knowledge that we have at 
present, we can safely say that fatty and 


salty foods are associated with angerand 
vitamin rich foods are associated with 


‘happiness. 


© Revathi, Malaysia. 
2? Lam 15 years old, Iam a 
vegetarian. I go to Karate classes, do 





yoga and even go jogging. I am 
physically slim and trim. I love to eat 
@ lot and always get hungry soon. 1 
am scared 1 will become fat in the 
future. Should I go on a diet? 

1 Youarealready stim, Why do you 
‘want to go on a diet? Moreover, you do 
karate, yora and jogging also, These 
exercises help you to keep physically fit. 
You can add protein rich foods like milk, 
pulses etc., in your daily menu and can 
avoid fatty foods like butter and ghee. 
‘Adding more fruits and vegetablesto your 
daily diet may provide youextra strength 
‘and make you feel energetic in your day 
today activities. 
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{AFTER THE UPRISING OF 1851 WAS GUELLED, THE GOVERNANCE OF OLA PASSED 
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COUNTIES WAS NO LONGER EXPEDENT FOR SOLDERS TO PT BRGHT- 
COLOURED Ut, 0, We, AKL WAS ADOPTED AS TE FELD SERVICE 
‘Doral THe MOAN ARMY, THOUGH MLTCOLOURED UNFORS WERE WORN 
‘OW CEREMONIAL PARADES. 


HavLOAR, 
‘QUEEN VICTORIAS OWN 


MADRAS SAPPERS 
ANO MINERS 
_(cea7} 






poorer 
ances 
‘e900, 


JEMEDAR, 
HADRAS SAPPERS AND MINERS 
(e097) 











VEN THE PRT WORLO WAR BROKEOUT W 144 NOUN SOLDERS WERE 
RUSHED TOFRANCE TO HELP STOP Te GREAT GERMAN OFFENSVE Tas 
THEY DD AFTER SOME BTERPIGHTIG. 

IMnicn Ti EARNED SEVERAL BATTLE 
HONOURS. 






18 SKS 











THE YEARS BETWEEN THE WARS WAS A PERDO OF CONSCUDATION FOR THE NOUN 
‘ARI. MOAN SOLDIERS DEFEATED AM AFGHAK BWASION M1518 AND FOUGHT M/A 
SERIE OF CAMPAIGNS ON ROUS NORTH-WEST FRONTER BUT THE MOST SGMFICANT 
[DEVELOPMENT WAS TH GRANTING OF KING'S COMBESSINS TO NDIA, WHEREBY 
THEY COULD QUALY FOR RANKS UME LEUTENART,CAPTAD ETC 
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principles of physics and 
Tan this issue, we will look at a career that is mathematics to understand 


considered to be the oldest science. .. Astronomy, the nature of the universe, 
* Cosmologists study the 
What is astronomy? history and the structure of 
A the universe asa whole. 
stronomy isthe science, which deals withthe Preparingfora career 
study of heavenly bodies, the study of objects that ‘caarenuy 


fre far away from the earth. tis considered to be 
the oldest science as curiosity to study the cosmos 
has been present since time immemorial and has its 
roots as early as 200 B.C. Yet, itis also considered 
a new science on account ofthe astounding new 
discoveries that are being made from time to time. 
Quite often, Astronomy is considered to be a 
difficult subject. Thisis: ‘mainly because unlike the other 
sciences where the objects can be studied under the 
microscope, the objects here are light years away! 
‘The work of a professional research astronomer 
does not merely involve appreciating the beauty and 
wonder of the objects in the sky. They have to 
understand how these objects came into being. Itcan 
be looked upon as various puzzles waiting to be 
solved.,.. Astronomy is therefore considered to be Astronomy shouldhave solid 
achallengingscience! foundation in physics and 
mathematies, Knowlecge of 
‘There are various groupsin Astronomy based computer science too is 
‘on the specialization one takes: required, as astronomers 
© Observational Astronomers specialize in studying don’t use just telescopes but 
objects in outer space with the help of telescopes also powerful supercomputers 
« Stellar Astronomers are the star gazes, intheirstudies ofthe universe, 
«© Solar Astronomers study the sun and Planetary Analytical thinking, 
“Astronomers study the planetsndtheirenvironment imagination logic and intuition, 
© Theoretical Astronomers are those who apply the grit and determination care 


Students planning to 
pursue a career in 





various qualities that are required for this 
career, 


Educational Qualification 


Very few universities offer an 
Undergraduate course in India. Howe 
many universities in India offer ade, 








in Astronomy at the Post Graduate 


level. You could specialize 
in Physics or Mathematics 
atthe graduate level and 
then take up Astronomy 
as a specialization, If 
you want to get into a 
deeper branch, you 
could consider 
Astrophysics. An 
engineer with a B 
Tech or BE degree 
could alsoenter the field as a 
research scholar, 
NEXTMONTH 
INSURANCE 
Feedback to: 
-gokulam @careersindia.com 














Astronomy asa hobby 


Want to know the answers to 
uestions about the big bang and get 













starry eyed? 
The Planctariums across 

the country often conduct short- 

{erm courses on amateur astronomy, 
Identify the one closest to you and 
develop astronomy as.a hobby. Ider 
the amateur astronomy-clubs us well to 
keep yourself updated with the latest 
technology 








Tr youareserious 
enough and have a 
definite leaning 
towards Astronomy, 
then you might end up 
seeing what no man has 
ever seen before! 












3 CASE FILE - 8 


THE MURDER OF A DANCER 
LOGIC BEHIND THE CASE ON PAGE 34 & 35 


When Chandrashekar, the dance Guru tells Kamini that Rogini 
Kos been murdered, Kamin! is aeady wearing her dance dress ond 
Is in the process of tying her “Salangai* on her ankles. How does she 
know that she would be asked to perform in the show, (the solangal 
is worn on the ankles only just before a performance) unless she 
‘olready knew that Ragini was no more? 
















got Everyone 
was excitedin Fairy- 
land. Soon summer would be 
here. “Schools will close down for hol 
days” thought Rose, the fairy, as she skipped 
step, “best of all itis time forthe pa- 
rade!” 

‘Aren't you excited, Grumble 
Grimble,” she asked her friend, the 
‘gnome. "We are putting up afloat. The 
‘Queen and the King are going to wave. All the flowers 
are going to be there, for the Queen has asked 
them. Roses, jasmines, and pansies, every- 
one. Ofcourse all of us fairies will also be 
there on the float. Thave told the roses to 
teintheirbestbehavior. Oh Tamsobappy.” 
she danced on her toes. "What are you go- 
ing todo?” she asked Grumble Grimble. “Are 
the gnomes putting up a float too?” 

“Lam going to do a loop,” said the gnome very 
casually 









in your jet? Are 





Rose stopped dancing. 


gnome. “Iam going todoa 
foo” 

“But Grumble 
Grimble, itis very diffi- 
cult todo,” Rose pleaded 
with her friend. 

‘The gnome refused to budge. 

1n do it.” he said 
stubbornly. 

But he quaked in his 
shoes. 

Rose sighed, 





Wat a stubbom 
fellow you are! Why can’t 
you join the gnome float? 


Oh wel letmethink.” 
sricene atked ongy, flies with the Elvian Airlines 
yptosescotied “Ofcourse. sh saidtoher fiend. Bumble, hiss 
htarefiendsfor" Grumble Grime, He thinks he is pilot 
he tumble Grimble geed aera and isgoingto do loops a he para. 
ie ¥ [thought you could teach him how to do it without break- 
Next day, just a6 the ing every body's limbs. 
eased to mest you, 
you can show me your jet.” 
So Binble Buble aight the gnome ho tod the 
loops. 
‘oujusthaveto 
pres the lever here 
and whoosh, it goes 
upside down, And 
when You pres his lve 
you go whoops) = sis, youre 
ownside pte elf nstucted 














uid the elf shyly, "Maybe 








‘gnome finished his bre 
Rose appeared with 
tow 


elf 





Grumble, meet 





A. beautiful summer day dawned. The roses 
bloomed, the jasmines sent out fragrance, and the 
Gulmohar trees burst forth into orange blossoms. 

Mrs, Mumbo Jumbo, the Wizard's wife packed a 
splendid pienie basket full of sandwiches, chutneys, 

lemon rice, sweetmeats, anda big bottle 




















of orange juice, Mrs, Thimble Nimble, the 
sewing mistress atthe Fairy Land School, 
‘ook out from the oven a perfect summer 
sake with, lemon frosting that she had 
baked for the occasion. Grumble Grimble 
polished his aircraft. Rose ironed her skins, 
The Queen adjusted the crown on her head. 


float! Mr. Mumbo Jumbo just pulled out 
‘rabbit. Once again, please Mr, Wizard.” 

“Oh, look! There is Miss. Shantala, 
the witch. She is riding her broom, just 
above the Witches float! 

‘The paraide wound its way down, 

Vroom... Vroom... Vroom. 

“Oh, look!" Little Shirin Mumbo 
Jumbo pointed to the sky. 

‘And there came first Bimble Bumble 
the elf flying his airplane, 

Behind him came the fairies in V-for- 
mation, 

““Ooh, look!” cried everyone pointing 
tothe sky. 

‘And there was Grumble Grimble, the 
‘gnome, turning one perfect loop after an- 
other. 





‘And the Mayor, Mr. Gobble- 
degook, struggled into his best 


Answers to the activity puzzle 
clothes with the help of his 


given on pages 40 - 41 


wife, 
‘The school band practiced 1. Crabs - These are burrowing animals which 
‘one last time, | craw! everywhere, 


2, Flying Fish - As the name suggests, these fish 
‘can leave the water and glide above it for short 

| distances, 

| 3. Squid - Squid can only move slowly by using 

their fins but they can shoot backward to es- 


Ait the people of Fairy- 
land were at the parade 
ground: Elves and Witches, 
Wizards, and Gnomes, Pixies 


and Fairies, 
5 cape enemies by squirting a stream of water - 

ie out of their bodies through a siphon, 

Frsithe Mayorcameriding | 4.Jelly fish - Jellyfish contract the edge of thelr 
fa aber cirlage body and squirt out water to move forward, 

Behind him wasthe school | §. Qctopuses - Octopuses move slowly, pulling 
band. themselves along by the suckers on thelr eight 

Then the dancers came | tentacles. They swim by a kind of jt propul- 
dancing behind the band, sion. 


‘The Queen waved to the 
‘crowd from the fairies float 
“Ooh! look atthe Wizard's 


6. Fish - Most fish have bodies that offer little 
resistance to water and fins for moving through 
the water, changing direction and braking 
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“Oh, adouble loop!" 

“Oh, do another one, Mr, Grumble 
Grimble,” cried the children, 

Grumble Grimble could’t hear them. 

All the same he did another double 
loop before the fairies came up in their 
airplanes flying the Fairyland flag, 

‘And then the school band played the 
national anthem, 

The parade 





over, 


Mis. Mumbo Jumbo unaid 
her picnic basket. Mrs, Thimble 
Nimble took out her cake. 

“This was the best parade,” 
said Shirin Mumbo Jumbo as she 
took a piece of cake from 
Mrs. Nimble. 





7. Prawn - Lobsters and 
prawns, heavier than water 
must walk on the bottom, but 
they can also propel them- 
selves backward swiftly by 
flicking their tails. 


8. Starfish - Starfish have 
stacklike tube feet lining the 
‘grooved under - side of their 
arms, These feet end in tiny suckers 
and are in slow but constant motion, 
extending, searching, and contract- 
ing again to move the animal along 
the bottom, 

9. Sea Urchin - Sea Urchins use their 
spines as levers while pulling them 
selves along the bottom with tiny tube 
feet. 


10. Sea slug - Sea slugs slide forward 
by contracting the muscles that run 
up and down their flat, sole - like 









“A lovely beginning to summer; 
Rose to Grumble Grimble, “Don’t you 
think so?” 

‘And Grumble Grimble, proud of his 
loops, nodded his head, the little bobble 
on his red cap swaying jauntily in agree 


ment 






















under surface. 

11, Scallop - Scallops use water to get 
‘round by snapping their shells shut 
and producing Jets of water to pro- 
pel themselves, 


12, Clams - Clams burrow through 
mud or sand by pushing a pointed 
foot into the bottom, whereupon the 
tip of the foot expands, anchoring the 
clam. The clam then contracts the 
extended foot to pull itself along toa 
new position, 

Source: Under water life 
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‘Atthat moment, Tarun knocked the gun 
off grandpa’s hand and, 


Yes! You've 
rescued me from a 
terrible plight! 
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Where am 1 What's 
happening? Aren’t you Akash 
and Tyesa? What are you 
doing here 


Righthere, 
Grandpa! 
Invisible, thanks to your tablets! 








eae thugs were trussed 
vp well, Uncle Akash made use 
‘of Sudhir’s cell phone, 








Good show! 


Don't stay in that Fonely 
hhowse all alone, amongst 
these hills and forests. 
ome and stay with us, 








mario 


ur summer 


AR RAL 
Thave decided to Vi cig NI 
slay with you all! os H 


‘Thank you so 
much! 








(Concluded) 
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- BLOW THEM 
1 Hlecumensrmon RIGHT! 


bers 1 through 9 are written 3 times each in 

this puzzle, You are challenged to blow out 3 candles 

whose numbers will otal 15 in each ofthe three hor 

zontal rows. Another condition isthat the three candles 
you select must not carry the same numbers. 

= P. Sai Deepak, 

Std VI, Sainik School, Korukonda 





° 
hy 

3] [6 7| {8} (2] {4 4 

4{ (8 9{ \7\ \el \5 2 

1] |3 5] |4] Ja} |2 7 











1 To what question can you never answer 


RIDDLES TOPUZZLEYOU! 5, What goes all around the world bit 











staysat one corner’? 


"Yes"? 6. Why isatree noisy? 
2 What did the picture say tothe wall? ‘Supriya Padmanaban, 
Std VIII, Navrachana School 


acher’? 





3. Why is an optician like Vadodara 


4, What cannot move or walk, but can 
g0 from place to place? 


poor ye 
9891 HOG aSHIDIAT'E 


Soup sata z 
ps0 OK YL 


(a 
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Today's grammar hour will be 
devoted entirely to doubts that you have 
inthe usage of words and phrases," said 
Ms, Gayatri 

‘As Ms. Gayatri ran her eyes round 
the class, she heard a voice at the 
entrance tothe classroom saying, “Can 
come in, please?” 

“You can but you may not,” said 
Ms. Gayatri to the surprise of all. But 
they knew she was not serious about 
denying Harini an entry because 
Ms. Gayatri smiled at herand added, 
“Do come in.” Harini quickly took her 
place at her desk. 

“Can means ability to do while may 
means seeking permission, So Harini 
should have asked, ‘May Icome in?" * 
explained Ms.Gayatr 


Ms.cayatri then wrote on the 
blackboard: - 

One of my friends are coming home 
today, 

One of my books are lost. 

“Now tell me,” Ms, Gayatri suid, 
‘What is wrong with these sentences? 
Many people commit this mistake.” 

The class was silent. No one was 
sure whether the sentences were really 
wrong 

“The subject,” continued Ms. Gayatri, 





‘SINGULAR'LY 
CONFUSING! 





“and the verb must agree, Ifthe 
subject is singular the verb must also 
be singular and if the subject is p ural 
the verb must also be plural.” 

“In the first sentence the subject is 
‘one of my friends’ which is really 
singular, The mistake is made because 
the noun ‘friends’ isin the plural but 
‘one of my friends’ is a singular noun, 
So the verb ‘is’ has to be used in the 
sentence, Now it will read as ‘One of 
my friends is coming home toda} 

Now consider this sentence, ‘How 
were Ramesh and Suresh as 
children?" 

In this sentence, the verb is ‘were 





Radha Padmanabhan 





(plural) and ‘Ramesh and Suresh’ is the 


subject (plural), 

‘Talking of singular and plural, c 
you tell me whether the following nouns 
are singular or plural?” Ms, Gayatri 
wrote on the board: - 

Police, cattle, majority, mankind, 
public, and people. 

“Singular,” said Abhishek without 
thinking, wanting to be the first to reply. 

A titter went round the class. 








Ms. Gayatri raised her fingertoher 
lips disapprovingly andsaid.“Sshhh I's 
easy to make a mistake because these 
‘nouns appear tobe singularin form but 








they always take the plural 
And then again there are some 
nouns that do not have a singular at all 
‘They have only a plural, Can any one 
give mean example?” 

‘There was silence, 

“Twill give you one example,” said 
Ms. Gayatri, “trousers,” 

‘The class caught on instantly and 
answers came from all over the 








classroom. 
“Pants” 





“Riches” 

“And now let me ask you another 
‘question, Mistakes are usually made in 
the use of the following: - Few, A few, 
and The few: Anyone willing to tell me 
the difference in meaning?” asked Ms, 
Gayatri 








There was no answer: 

“Well,” said Ms. Gayatri, “Look at 
the board,” And she wrote: - 

Few means hardly any—Few 
students attended the meeting 

‘A few means a small number—A few 
students attended the meeting 

The few means not many but all - 

The few students who came to the 
meeting stayed till the end. 








“The words since and for need to 
be explained, Can any one tell me the 
difference? You may use it in a sentence 
as an example.” 







‘The twins, Shibani and Darshini, put 
their heads together. Shibani said, ‘Since 
youtook up the English classes, they have 
been most interesting. We have not felt 
bored for the whole period.” 

Ms. Gayatri smiled atthe compliment 
and said, “That's right. Since isa point 
in time and for isa period of time. Here 
is an example which will make things 
clearer,” she said. 

“We have been waiting forthe train 
Jor three hours since 8 o'clock". 

“And here are some puzzlers,” she 
continued. “When do you use elder, 
older, eldest, and oldest? Elder and 





eldest are used for persons. 
Older and oldest are used for 
Persons as well as things. 
When do you use lute 
latter, latest and ta’ 
Ms. Gayatri explained even 
as she questioned the class, 
“Later and latest refer to 


time, Latter and last 
“refer to position’ 
“Now can anyone give 
me examples?" Ms.Gayatri asked as 
she wrote down the homework for the 
next day on the black board, 














Apbhishek at once put his hand up 
to answer, For all the teasing that he 
received as abookworm he was a bright 
boy. He said, “My elder brother, not 
the eldest brother gave me the oldest 
‘book and pen, the Zarerhe did not want 
he told me lazer because he wantec the 
latest model.” 

“Good Abhishek.” said Ms, Gayatri 
asthe school bell rung. "Now take down 
the homework and bring it tomorrew,” 
she Said as she finished writing, 

















Home work 











1 


4, Where 





Dear Readers, 





Fillin the blanks by choosing from the words given: 
borrow this book please? (may /can) 

2. One of my books——— missing, (are/is) 

3. The majority of the people ——with you. (is/are) 
the scissors? (is/are) 

5. Ihave been in Bombay____ the last four years ———Jan 2000. (since / for) 


Why don't you also try to do the homework? , f 
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When 1 was in nursery school, we 
had a school function in which guests 
planted saplings and spoke on the impor- 
tance of trees for mankind. However, we 
kids preferred to collectthe sweets which 
were being distributed rather than listen 
tothe speeches, Later, our teacher allot 
ted the planted saplings amongst us, for 
taking care of them. I was given a mango 
tree and during the two years I studied in 
that school, I took utmost care of that 
plant. When I shifted tomy present school, 
due to higher levels and burden of stud- 
ies, [had almost forgotten the memories 
‘of my nursery school. One day, my nurs- 
ery school teacher, who is also my 
neighbour, gave me four big, ripe, sweet 
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‘mangoes and told me that they 
were the fruits of the tree, 
which grew under my initial 

nourishment a few yzars 

back! Iwas overjoyed at the 
words to say the least! This 
incident inspired me to take 
part in the vanamahotsav 
held in my school this year. 

If everyone grew atree, 

there would be nc fear 

of deforestation tall! 
- Kirti Samantray, 
Bhubaneswar 





Providential escape 


This happened when Ihad gore to, 
my village forholidays. It’s abeautiful 
village with lovely surroundings. One 
clay, was walkingatthe edge of afield 
‘on a narrow pathway. 1 was busy ad- 
miring the scenery all around me and 
unknowingly stepped on cowdung. 
‘Yuck! It was very annoying and to 
top it all, no water was available 
nearby. My shoes were full of dung 
and I hada hardtime walking. But, 
thistime I watched my steps 
as I walked, very carefully 
indeed. 

‘Suddenly, Istopped short. 
“There was abig snake cross- 























ing the path! Iwas very thankful that'd 

seen the snakein time, and avoided step- 

ping onit. Ifnot I would've surely been 

bitten and pethaps not be alive today to 
relate my experience to youall! 

~ Apoorva Shetty, 

Std VIII, Sharon English High 

School, Mumbai 





Weiivein an old house with chimneys in the kitchen and bathroom. One sum- 
‘mer, when my grand parents were alone in the house, two thieves planned to rob 
them. They broke open the concrete slab of the chimney and one man jumped 
{nto itthinking that itlead tothe kitchen. But, it was the bathroom chimney 
‘With narrow walls and so he got caught between the walls and could 
not decend further. His friend could not pull him out and so 
he ran away fearing forhis life. 

‘Around midnight my grandparents heard pii- 
ful voice crying out for help. They were surprised 
tosee aman stuck up in the chimney, gasp- 

ing for breath, The police were informed. 
My grand parents managed to pull out the 
thief with the help of theirneighbours, The 
thief had scratches and wounds on his body. 
My grand parents kindly gave him first - 
sid and even fed him. The thief apologized 
and sai that poverty had driven himto steal 
and that he would never commit any rob- 
bery again. 











- Ajit, 
Std V, Rotary School, Madurai 
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Resolution is 
defined as some- 


thing about which we 
have already made up our 
‘mind, According to me, reso- 
lutions should be made as they help toim- 
prove our personality, But, we should 
‘make only one important resolution that 
has a positive effect and then try not to 
deviate from it, One such resolution each 
year will help © keep on improving one’s 
Personality. 
- Anubhooti Panda, 
Std XI, K.V. IIT, Chennai 


Resolutions should be part and par- 
cel of every person's life, as they are al- 
‘ways for the cause of ‘good’ and ‘excel- 
lence." They are stepping stones to suc- 
cess, They curb one’s defects, and shape 
‘one’s policies and behaviour. So, one must 
have resolutions and fulfil them with the 
‘same amount of interest throughout the 
‘year to derive maximum benefit 

-M. Kiran, 
Std IX, PPEC, Bangalore 





SHOULD 
WE MAKE 


RESOLUTIONS 


AT ALL? 


Yes, we should make resolutions, 
Resolutions can be made anywhere at any- 
time, Itis not necessary that resolutions. 
should be made only during new year's 
day. 

Resolutions help cultivate gooc habits 
‘and gives us determination to achieve our 
goals. Itis said that on one of Einstein's 
birthday, he took a resolution to study. 
hard, which he kept up throughout his 
life. This ultimately led him to become a 
great scientist. 

~C.Anand 
Std XI, Alpha Matriculatior, 
‘School, Chennai 


Think we should not make any reso- 
lutions at all. We make resolutions and 
break them the next moment. Mers reso 
lutions are not achievements. Want 
ing todo something does no: mean 
that we ean do them, 

If we make resolutions we 
must strive hard to follow 
them, So, isn't it wiser not 
tomake resolutions which 
‘we cannot follow? We must prac- 
tice what we preach. 

- Arun. 
Std IX, Vani Vidyalaya, 
Muribai 









We must not make new year reso- 
lutions as we forget about them a week 
later. Instead of making resolutions only 
during new year’s day, every day if we 
make one good resolution and follow it 
forthe whole yea, there willbe aemark- 
able change in our at- 
titude, 
= Manisha T. € 
Std VI, 
CCHS., 
Bangalore 










S 
Most of 
us don’t have any 
idea as to how to make a 


reasonable resolution, which is 

‘why most of us fail to keep the ones we 
rake, We set high goals for ourselves and 
then wonder why we never attain them. 
‘These resolutions must become a part of 
‘our lives. New year’s day has always been 


atime tore- 

flecton the changes we 

‘need to make and to move for- 

ward in the coming year. Thus, new 

‘year resolutions should be effec- 
tivethroughout the year. 

-S. Ripley, Std IX, 

SBOA, Chennai 


Character is the ability to 

cary outa good resolution long 

after the excitement of the moment 

has passed away’, says Cavetti Robert, 

T believe that resolutions can be made 

bya person only when there is firm will 

power and a great desire to work to- 

wards the resolution, Just as a promise 

‘made cannot be broken, $0 also a reso- 

lution made must not be broken even af- 

tertheexcitement of the day orthe month 
has passed. 

-Roshni Lobo 

Std X, Stella Maris High School, 

Bangalore 





thought about the animals that perform in 
the ring? How do you think the animals 
aie treated in acircus? Should animals 
be used for our entertainment? 
(Send in your views with de- 
tails of your age, class, resi- 
dential address etc. Published 
eittries will receive a special 
remuneratic n of Rs.25/-) 





Question for this month 


Do you like going to the circus? Ofcourse, everyone loves 
towatch acircus, don’t they! Well! Have youever 


















asi? 
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With 
groundbreaking 
research being 
made on the 
possibility of 
life on Mars, 
astronomy gets a whole new 
‘meaning in the twenty first century. 
Are we alone? The truth is, we know 
precious little about the way things 
are outside of Planet Earth 
Perhaps if we took a bit more 
interest, and if we realized that after 
all, our planet is a just a little speck 
ina vast throbbing, ever changing 
universe, we might be able t0 
understand just how insignificant we 
are. And if this quiz has a few 
unfamiliar sounding names, here's 
your opportunity to find out more! 


. When observing stars, why 

do they seem to flicker? 

a. Atmospheric distortion 

b. Huge explosions on their 
surface 

c. Massive objects distorting their 
light 

d. Interference from the Solar 
Wind 


2. Which is the brightest star in 
the night sky? 
a. Thesun 
b. Polaris 
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c. Castor 
d. Sirius 


3. What are the northern 

lights? 

a. Streetiights in Barrow, 
Alaska 

b. Charged particles 
striking the upper 
atmosphere 

cc. Gamma rays interacting 





th the Earth's magnetic 
field 





4d. Oddly coloured cloud cover 


4.Rather than travelling 
consistently across the night 
sky, planets seem to travel 
erratically. What causes this? 
a. Relative orbital speed 


b. Other planets’ A 
orbits are inherently 





Inav mnarayan 








erratic massive bodies in the 
c. The solar wind uniieree? 
d.Local supemovas Quark: 
b. Photons 
5. How are stars ©: Black holes 
formed? 4. Neutrinos 


a. Insupernovas 
b.Byaccumulating 7 
gas and dust 


How are planets formed? 

a. Through the accumulation of dust, 
ice and gas 

b. They are ejected by young stars 

c, They are remnanis of old stars 

d. None of the above 


8. What type of star is the Sun? 
a. Supernova 
b. Red Giant 
¢. Main Sequence 
d. Protostar 





9. Which star sits almost 
directly over the Earth's 
northern pole? 


d. Pollux 


10. Which of the following 
strikes the earth most 
¢, They are frequently? 
ejected from black. Asteroids 
holes b. Meteors 


d. They arespawned —_& Meteorites 
d. Meteoroids 


from quasars 
$e PTT 
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Announcing! oe OR 
9g Se; 


Anew picture bs 
story serial 





Story by Mohan.C Art by C.J. Roy 
BEGINS MARCH '04! 


FULL OF ADVENTURE, 
THRILLS AND EXCITEMENT! 





SPOT IT RIGHT - 1 The 5 lucky winners are: 
ANSWERS TO THE _ 1. Arun Ramachandran, Std IX, 
QUESTIONS GIVEN: _ V*" Vidyalaya, Mumbal_ 
2. GS. Virajith, Std IX, Space 
1, Paris, France Central School, Sullurpet, 
Nellore 


2.300 Metres; 984 feet 
3. Gustave Eilfel 
4, 1889 


52 Observation deck / 
* Radio Broadcasting 
ower 


3. Ankitha R, Kartha, 
Std IX, IES Public 
School, Thrissur 

4. S. Arun, Std IV, Blue 
Bells School, New 
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5. J.Aruja, Std VII, Holy 
Cross, M.HSS, Vellore 
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‘The whole 

world was waiting 
with bated breath to know the outcome 
of two experiments! 

Mr Fleming, the renowned agriculturist 
‘wat at his laboratory day and night to in- 
venta fertilizer, which would make coco- 
nut trees grow so high as to 
reach even outer space. It 
would also have a computer- 
ised brain which would control 
its growth and activities! 

Mr, David, a great scientist 
was also at work towards the 
same goal, He was in the pro 
cess of building a gigantic 
rocket which would be able to 
carry passengers to outer 
space, 

Both these brains were 
working at a feverish pace. 
Who would succeed? No one 
knew. People divided them- 
selves into two groups, 
Mr. Fleming’s and Mr. David's. Race, 
caste, creed were forgotten for once. 
Days passed, There was no news. People 
started worrying themselves sick over the 
‘outcome ofthe two experiments 

"The D-day arrived! “Mr, Fleming’s 
magical coconut tee fertilizer has been 
tested! The coconut tree is growing! 
screamed newspaper headlines. 

“Prof.David's rocket is ready to travel 
to space,” screamed a rival newspaper 
headline. 











People were thoroughly 
excited. There was a rush to 
join the space odyssey, either 
by the coconut tree or the 
rocket! On the appointed day, 





the scientistsalong, 
with their respective passengers set off on 
their journies to the planet Mars in the 
coconut tree as well asin the rocket. The 
rest of the world sat glued to their seats 
asthey watched both ‘live’ on television. 

(Bu Dre Lang! There was a deaf 
ening noise as the people assembled 
roared in unision. The massive coconut 
tree started to grow, grow and grow tak- 
ing its passengers upwards.. 
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‘The rocket burst upwards with great 
speed, sending its passengers tossing and 
tumbling, 


‘Suddenly, the people in the rocket 
shouted as the coconut tree started to 
push ts way sideways and hit the rocket 
‘The rocket started to spin off in another 
direction. The rocket steadied itself and 
hit back at the coconut tree. The coco- 
nut tree was dented by the rocket’s on- 
slaught. A fierce fight began as the coco- 
‘nut tree grew tentacles to capture the 
rocket. The rocket threw missiles at the 
tentacles. The tree tried to capture the 
rocket but the rocket grew spikes on its 
surface, which made it impossible forthe 
tentacles to hold on. 

Atlast the coconut tree realised that it 
\was heading towards Pluto instead of 
Mars, Atthe same time the rocket scien- 
tists also noticed this and they were very 
worried as the rocket was not adapted to 
withstand Pluto’s atmosphere. 


“Clang...” A big booming noise was 
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heard in the rocket as ab g as- 
teroid banged against its side. 
Many otherasteroids too began 
tohit the rocket and the cozonut 
tree as well, The people in the 
coconut tree were terrified and 
raised the shields to cover the 
glass window panes 

The rocket and the tree 
dodged the asteroids with great 
agility. Then they awa ig slanet 
nearby and both the rocket and 
the top of the coconut tree de~ 
scended ont 





Slowly, the raining of the asteroids 
stopped and the coconut tree and the 
rocket decided to resume thei journey 
to Mars, The rocket would not stat and 
suddenly a powerful gust of wind hit the 
rocket damaging it and swept it off the 
planet. The people in the rocket panicked 
and screamed for help. The coconut tree 
decided to help the people in the rocket. 
Itstretched out its strong, powerft ten- 
tacles andl caught the rocket firmly before 
itwas blown away, 

Slowly, the coconut tree with the 
rocketinits grip, stated reducing in Feight, 
OWN OWN OWN. i 

‘The tree set the rocket down on the 
earth and dislodged its own passenggss 
along with the scientists, The cocomt thee 
tumed into a sapling, then toa seed afd 
ultimately vanished from sight! 





-R.Nithya, 
Std VIN, 
Lakshmi Schoot, 
Madurai 
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When the 


sun first strikes In 
dia, itshines upon 
Arunachal’s wild 
jungles and tribal communities, Thus, 
Arunachal, got its name which means ‘the 
lund of the rising sun’ 
ders Bhutan on the West, China in the 


Arunachal bor 


North, Mynmar (Burma) on the Eastand 





Iisa lund of lush green forests. deep 
river valleysand beautiful plat 
state is divided into five river Va 





Kameng, the Subansiri the S 
Lohit and the Tirap. All these are fed by 


snow from the Himalayas and countless 





rivers and rivulets, 


R 


Pradesh can be traced only from when 
hom kings began to rule Assam in the 
16 century. The British took possession 
of Assam in 1838 and also brought 
Arunachal under their administrative con 
trol. Afi independence it was part of 
Nonth East Frontier Agency (NEFA) and 
later declared a Union territory under 
the name of Arunachal Pradesh on 
January 20" 1972. It became a full 
fledged state on February 20° 1987 with 
anagarasits capital 
Although a number of tribal groups 
constitute the total population, the den 





‘orded history of Arunachal 














sity of population is only 10 persons per 
and 





square km. There are 26 major tribe 
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number of sub-tribes in 








The weather and the climate of 
Arunachal Pradesh are quite distiret from 
the rest of the country, The climate of the 


state is dominated by the Himalayan sys- 






tem and the altitudinal variations. The: 


" 
ly hot and humid at the lower 
altitudes and in the valleys covered by 
swampy dense forest particularly in the 















eastern section, while it be. 
comes exceedingly cold in 
the higheraltitudes, The rain. 
fall of Arunachal Pradesh is 
‘amongst the heaviest in the 
‘country, averaging more than 
350em, 





‘The state is known for a rich occur 
rence of Orchids. There are about 450 
species reported and many more yet to 
be discovered. 

‘Once described as the ‘Hidden Land’ 
ithas now opened its doors to outsiders, 
This ancient land finds mention in the early 
literature such as the Kalika Purana, the 
‘Mababharata and Ramayana .Ttwas here 
in Brahmakund that Parasuram washed 
away his sin of killing his mother, Vyasa 
meditated, Bhismaka founded his king- 
dom, and Lord Krishna married his con- 
sort, Rukmini, The sixth Dalai Lama was 
boron the soil of Arunachal Pradesh 

Arunachal Pradesh is also home tc 









‘many monuments. and archaeological sites, 
They have b 
historians since long. These places of 
worship and pilgrimages such as 





sources of inspiration for 





Parasuram kund and 400 years old 


Tawang Monastery, draw large numbers, 








of pilgrims every year; The archaeologi: 
cal excavations like Milinithan, Itafort, 
Bhismak Nagar, Vijayanagar, 
Nakshaprabhat ete, are a historian’s de- 
light 


Recently the discovery of a World 
War-If cemetery in the eastern district of 
Changlang has ied to renewed interest in 
the famous Stillwell Road built by the / 
lied Forces linking Ledo in Assam to 
Kurung. the only road communication that 
existed during pre- independence days 
36 miles ofthis road lies within India run 
ning from Ledo through Changlang dis: 
trict to Pangsaut Pass on the Arunachal - 
Myanmarese border. The discovery drew 
jonal media attention and attracted 
historians and archaeologists 

















- Meera Nandakumar, 
Std.IX,VKV Kuporijo school, 
Arunachal Pradesh 
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ae _LYNGDOH'S 
BOMBSHELL! 


‘The $820 million NASA 
Mars Exploration project has 
‘had a successful start with the 
Mars Exploration Rover 
Spirit landing on the plant. It 
is.a six wheeled robot which 
will move about and explore 
for 90 days sending back to 
earth pictures and data. This 
flawless landing may be the 
beginning of Man on Mars 
project of the future, 


Prime minister Vajpayee 
attended the South Asian Association for 
Regional Cooperation meeting in 
Islamabad. Contrary to earlier declara- 
tions Vajpayee held an ice breaking meet- 
ing with President Musharraf and dis- 
cussed Indo-Pak problems, after which 
the Pakistan President was full of admi~ 
ration for our Primeminister's statesman- 





his Pakistani counterpart Jamali, Let 
tus ippe that this willbe the beginning of a 
newichapter in Indo-Pak relations result- 







retiring Chief - Election commis- 
 Lyngdoh threw a bombshell by 
ingall politicians tobe selfish crooks, 
ther said that they were a cancer 
ity. Naturally all politicians crassed 
‘with Lyngdoh but the latter stood 
}comments. The questions that arise 


+ Mr. Vajpayee 





are a) Should Lyngdoh 
generalise andinclude all 
politicians in his scathing attack? b) Why 
did he wait so long and make these com- 
ments on theeve of his retirement?c) What 
can the election commission do torectify 
the situation and whether Lyngdoh did 
anything at all about it? and d) Whether 
the was right in making this comment oa 
foreign T:V. channel. 


‘The B.J.P. enthused by its successes 
inrecent state elections has recommended 
dissolution of Parliament and calling for 
early elections toit. Meanwhile there is 
avrealignment of forces with the D.M.K., 
PM.K and M.D.MK. leaving the N.D.A. 
Government to join hands with the Con- 
‘ress to form the secular progressive front 
‘as opposed to the Hindutva advocated 
by B.LP. In another development, the 
National Congress has split with the 
Pawar faction supporting the Congress 
andthe Sangma group supporting N.D.A. 
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The Corporate Office which gives ig 
All International Concept of 4 
Brain Develcnmens Courses in an Umberla 


Special Eda or infancy & Todor 
(Normal & Injured Child Brain development Courses) 









“explores the Childs Talent” 
Intemational Instructor & 
Consultant Certification courses 
© Brain Gym 
© Neuro Linguistic Program (NLP) 
© Time Line Therapy (TLT). 
{oreo tunisia, 









© Memory Liter 
© Mind Mapping 


© Speed Reading 
Brain Gym for children. 










{sit true SEMAS is UNIQUE in Abacus Education? ...How? 
Because SEMAS only has the Advanced & Entre concept of Abacus Education and 
its Bran Development techniquesin Inia as isin Japan 
'SEMAS only has the Unique syllabus forthe al age groups rom 4 years ol onwards 
'SEMAS only has the Unique sylabus to teach All Arithmetic sums within 3- months of Abacus Practice, 
'SEMAS only provides the Inerational Concept on lowest Monthy Fe, 


‘SEMAS offers School, Area, Master & Overseas Franchisee with less Investment 


ea @ Svat 10017 Spann 27812, Maan 909, ZH, Cluny ZA, KK Na 
nA, Te BOE Mapp Nepean, gwen DE, Vy 2S Aen 72, 
hats Prag 832%, 24), Oo 0 | DEMON, ho 2S, Pa 
ira 0, a 287 Vk Garda Ne = 72308 oy, 5122819, Maan KK Na 24, Det 
Sot, Spe 208, Tepe 2972 Tene 7, Kp 260 fara 04 rhe 
270 al rape 20, 257K SACI, Roan 217, ar Pen OMRON, On DUS, 
ar ZE,Pc 2871, Hr ZA, Ral, dt ZA, Prd 2, Wa. 
‘200, S05, Hyd EH, Ot ITI Thy 2 Mace BA, Na 7, 
Salers 072 Cnoe S207, Via SASH, Te, Pad 22285, ancy 0 7703. 








MENTAL ARITHMETIG ELASSES 
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For Details / Franchise Contact 


IDEAL PLAY ABACUS INDIA PVT. LTD. 


#10, Hanumantha Road, 
GB Sudarshan Manor. 





Royapettah, Chennai - 14. 
2813 3608 / 281 

Cell : 98840 10800 / 10803 
Email:contact@playabacu: 

















